
Citizens’ Convention Bill

1. Citizens’ Convention

(1) For the purposes of

(a) modernising the way in which the United Kingdom is governed and involving people 

more directly in democratic decision-making; and

(b) enabling citizens of the United Kingdom to participate in that process

 the Secretary of State must within 12 months establish a Citizens’ Convention.

(2)  Before establishing the Citizens’ Convention the Secretary of State must consult citizens 

of the United Kingdom regarding the way in which the Convention shall be set up and 

shall discharge its functions, and without prejudice to the generality this must include 

community organisations, organisations that have an interest in the governance of 

the United Kingdom, organisations that have an interest in the environment, business 

organisations, trade unions and the voluntary sector.

(3)  The Secretary of State must take reasonable steps to ensure that persons from the most 

under-represented and disadvantaged sections of society are involved in the Convention.

(4)  The Convention shall include meetings and other mechanisms to involve citizens in all 

parts of the United Kingdom.

2. Recommendations by the Citizens’ Convention: implementation

(1)  It shall be the duty of the Citizens’ Convention to make recommendations to achieve the 

purposes specifi ed in section 1. 

(2)  The Secretary of State must in co-operation with the Convention decide upon the 

implementation of the recommendations made by the Convention.

LET’S MAKE THIS HAPPEN

ALL CITIZENS HAVE A RIGHT TO BE INVOLVED 
IN DECIDING HOW OUR COUNTRY IS GOVERNED

(2)  The Secretary of State must in co-operation with the Convention decide upon the 

implementation of the recommendations made by the Convention.
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This Bill can become law – but only with your help. Please:

1.  Write to your MP (at House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA) 
asking him/her to ‘please sign the Early Day Motion entitled 
Citizens’ Convention Bill in support of the Bill’. You can fi nd 
out who your MP is by visiting our website or phoning 
020 7219 4272.

2.  Support the campaign by contacting Ron Bailey at Unlock 
Democracy (email: ron.bailey@unlockdemocracy.org.uk) 
or visiting our website.

3.  Please send us a donation towards the cost of organising 
meetings, briefi ngs, lobbies of MPs etc.

More information about the campaign can be found at 
www.unlockdemocracy.org.uk

  TAKE ACTION

Julia Goldsworthy MP
Liberal Democrat 

Douglas Carswell MP
Conservative

David Chaytor MP
Labour

THE CITIZENS’ CONVENTION BILL

Please help this campaign
I want to helpUnlockDemocracy. I enclose the following
donation to the campaign fund:

 £100  £50 £5  Other amount £____________

Name:_________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________Postcode:_________________________

Phone:__________________________________________Email:________________________________________

Please return this form to: Unlock Democracy, 6 Cynthia Street, London N1 9JF 
Thank you!www.unlockdemocracy.org.uk

A Bill to establish a Citizens’ Convention 
to facilitate the involvement of people 
from all sections of society in deciding 

the way in which the United Kingdom is 
governed; and to make provision relating 
to the implementation of recommendations 
made by the Convention.


